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Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Colleagues,

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the Alliance of
Small Island States (AOSIS). We align ourselves with the statement delivered by
the Kingdom of Thailand on behalf of the Group of 77 and China.

2. "#$%&'%(#%()*'%(+,-%#..#/(01,(2% (#%(+)1*%2#03%4,-(,150,-+L4HBH &' () *%0(
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for your unwavering hard work. AQOSIS welcomes the theme of “Marine
debris, plastics and micro-plastics”, which was established by paragraph 324
of General Assembly resolution 70/235. The issue of marine debris and
"#$%&'$( &B()&W&'#" (%*(+,#"(-$"#./(0121h¥!&tates, and in this respect we
"#$%&$' (%) *'+%,-(1'%!..-(/*1"*$&%'+(%0(/-("1-1%, (&(-!"2#%-(.$-'%$&%'+(%'$.*/3%
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magnitude of the devastating problem we face. To put their mass into

perspective, the Indian Ocean garbage patch comprises an area of at least five
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oceans. We urge the global community to partner with us this regard.

10. Apart from investments in clean-up, we also need to think differently and
change the dominant discourse on marine !"#$%&'()"(*+&,(-../(0,(,1%&2(3.,(0&(
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an insurmountable problem, but also as an opportunity. Research has shown

the economic value in converting retrieved plastic from oceans into
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11. "#3%&'()* +,"* #-.."%+* &/O#$-.0" +"%&0* +$* ."1$'1"* 2.$-%&* "W&pipe
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pollution including unsustainable consumption and production patterns. The
excessive usage of plastics, the disregard for the environmental fate of

products during the design and marketing stages has multiplier effects on
"#$%&'()**+,$)%-'

12. For SIDS, oceans remain one!of the primary resources available to eradicate
poverty, create sustainable livelihoods and economic development as well as
regulate global climate and provide us with water and host the richest
systems of biodiversity on earth. We will therefore continue our modest
"#$%& %o#' (&) *#(&!$+,%-#(',(.' &) &%,-(,/-0-%1"#" #*1,(&2' &, &', (. 3,$-("
resources and urge the global community to do the same.

I thank you.
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